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social situations, and secondly, with active play on the swing,
the slide, a ball, the jungle gym, and other nursery school
apparatus but not invariably in either type of apparently
similar situations. The potency of certain situations to
evoke laughter varied at successive age levels. A common
element in laughter-provoking situations appeared to be the
completion of some event, an anticipated event, or "the
ideational solution of a difficulty." 4S Justin 44 found the
causal stimulus a complex one. Humorous elements in in-
congruity, superiority, and play situations became increas-
ingly potent with age. From two to six years an increasing
number of situations provoke laughter in the environments
studied. There is some evidence of a positive correlation
between frequency of laughter and I.Q.
Crying in the nursery school occurred most frequently at
the end of the morning when the children were tired and
hungry. This tendency decreased when the rest periods
xvere better adjusted to the children's needs. Crying in the
nursery school is at first caused largely by a sense of insecu-
rity; later, chiefly by discomfort and distress.
There is some tendency for children two to four years of
age to be consistently jolly. Records of laughter made one
year agreed rather closely with similar records made the
next year. Crying was a less consistent form of behavior
than laughing.45
The amount of laughing and crying in the nursery school
is small and obviously not typical of many other types of
situation in which children of these ages are found. In the
nursery school, for example, deliberate attempts to amuse
children, such as fond grandfathers and uncles make, are
lacking.
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